
 

 

2017 OPEN COURSES  
 

 

 IOSH Managing Safely 

(Full): 11-12 & 18-19 July 

 

 

 IOSH Working Safely 

(Full/Refresher):  

 5 September 

 

 

 SPA Food and Drink 

(Full): 5-6 
 
September 

 

 

 IOSH Managing Safely 

(Refresher):  

 12 September 

 

 

 SPA Food and Drink 

(Refresher):  

 13 September 

 

 

 IOSH Managing Safely 

(Full):  

 10-11 & 17-18 October 

 

 

 IOSH Managing Safely

(Refresher): 31 October 

 

 

 SPA Food and Drink 

(Refresher): 1 November 

 

 

 IOSH Working Safely 

(Full/Refresher):  

 5/6 December 

THE NEWSLETTER FROM HEALTH AND SAFETY SOLUTIONS LTD 

A Swinton transport company and a 
director were in court today following 
the death of an HGV company owner. 

Manchester Crown Court heard how 
Daniel Adams, 63, had been working on 
one of his own lorries when an HGV 
owned by Alec Sharples reversed into 
Mr Adam’s section of the yard. The 
HGV driver spoke with Mr Adams. 
However, when the conversation was 
over the HGV driver reversed his truck, 
inadvertently crushing Mr Adams 
between the two vehicles. Daniel 
Adams was taken to Salford Royal 
Hospital where he died of internal 
injuries two days later. 

The incident was investigated by the 
Health and Safety Executive (HSE) who 
found the firm had failed to implement a 
safe system of work for reversing HGV’s 
and training drivers. There was no 
segregation of pedestrians and HGV’s 
or any banksmen provided. 

Alec Sharples Farm Supplies and 
Transport Limited subsequently pleaded 
guilty to a breach of Section 3(1) of the 
Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974 
and was fined £30,000 and ordered to 
pay costs of £14,000. 

Speaking after the 
hearing, HSE Inspector 
Ian Betley said: “This was 
a tragic and wholly 
avoidable incident, caused 
by the failure of the host 
company to implement 
safe systems of work, and 
failure to ensure that 
health and safety documentation was 
communicated and followed. 

“This risk was further amplified by the 
company’s failure to undertake a 
number of simple safety measures 
including segregating vehicles and 
pedestrians, ensuring that vehicles were 

fitted with reversing ‘bleepers’, and 
ensuring that reversing manoeuvres 
were supervised, in accordance with 
their site rules.” 

In our experience at Health and Safety 
Solutions Ltd, we find that site transport 
safety is an issue which we find is 
routinely overlooked, but is often the 
most significant risk on a site. 
Occasionally I come across work 
activities that I consider to be so unsafe 
that I ask to have them stopped, the last 
two times related to unsafe vehicle 
movements. The requirement covering 
the safety of site transport systems is 
contained in the Workplace, Health 
Safety and Welfare Regulations 1992.   
 
The Regulations require workplaces to 
be organised in such a way that 
pedestrians and vehicles can circulate 
in a safe manner.  The requirement 
must be complied with so far as is 
reasonably practicable for workplaces 
built prior to 1992 but is an absolute 
requirement for workplaces built since. 
Guidance on workplace transport safety 
is available on the HSEs website: http://
www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/books/
hsg136.htm 

Inside this month: 
 P2 - Press Releases 

 P3 - Myth Busters 

 P4 - Safety Competition 

 P4 - Training Programme 

Site Transport Safety 
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08 June: A roofing company has today 
been sentenced for safety failings related to 
working at height 
http://press.hse.gov.uk/2017/roof ing -
company-fined-after-safety-failings/ 
 
08 June: Engineering company fined after 
worker suffers serious hand injury after a 
machinery incident 
http://press.hse.gov.uk/2017/engineering-
company-fined-after-worker-suffers-hand-
injury/ 
 
07 June A care home company has been 
fined almost half a million pounds after an 
elderly resident fell from her first floor 
window and died 
http://press.hse.gov.uk/2017/caring-homes-
fined-after-death-of-elderly-resident/ 
 
07 June: A waste company has been 
sentenced today after one of its workers 
received severe burns to his body and face 
ht tp: / /press.hse.gov.uk/2017/waste -
recycling-company-fined-after-worker-
scalded/ 
 

07 June: A company has been fined after 
a worker fell more than 7m through a 
fragile roof 
http://press.hse.gov.uk/2017/company-
fined-after-worker-fell-through-fragile-
skylight/ 
 
01 June: A company has been fined after 
the wheel of a JCB digger fell onto one of 
its workers 
http://press.hse.gov.uk/2017/company-
fined-after-wheel-of-industrial-vehicle-
falls-onto-workers-feet/ 
 
25 May: Nottingham City Council has 
today been fined after an apprentice 
suffered serious hand injuries 
http://press.hse.gov.uk/2017/council -
fined-after-apprentices-fingers-crushed/ 
 
 
25 May: Construction company fined 
after member of public drowned in 
Kirkcaldy 
http://press.hse.gov.uk/2017/construction
-company-fined-after-member-of-public-
drowned/ 
 

PRESS RELEASES—KEEP UP TO DATE THE EASY WAY 
Copy and paste the link into your browser to see the full article on the HSE website 

The owner of a building in Kent 
and the contractor employed to 
demolish it have been fined for 
safety failings after an uncon-
trolled collapse on the High Street. 
 

Canterbury Crown Court heard that 
the building at the High Street, Rams-
gate, Kent was owned by Panther AL 
(VAT) Limited. Martin Elmes was con-
tracted to undertake the demolition 
work. 
 

An investigation by the Health and 
Safety Executive (HSE) into the col-
lapse, which occurred on 6 November 
2013, found that Martin Elmes had 
failed to properly plan the work and 
then carried out unsafe demolition 
work. 
 

Partner AL (VAT) Limited (PALL) did 
not make any enquiries into the suit-
ability or competence of Martin Elmes 
to undertake the demolition. 
 

Neither PALL nor Martin Elmes ap-
plied for a road closure, and members 
of the public were put at risk. 
 

PALL, of Deneway House, Darkes 
Lane, Potters Bar, Hertfordshire, 
pleaded guilty to breaching Regula-

22 May: A North West manufacturing 
company has been fined after an 
employee was struck by a fork lift truck 
http://press.hse.gov.uk/2017/north-west-
company-fined-after-worker-was-injured-
by-a-fork-lift-truck/ 
 
15 May: Farm and owner fined after a 
contractor was fatally crushed by a 
reversing farm machine 
http://press.hse.gov.uk/2017/companies-
fined-after-worker-killed-by-reversing-
vehicle/ 
 
10 May: A company has been fined after 
a worker fractured his vertebrae after 
falling whilst working on a crane 
http://press.hse.gov.uk/2017/company-
fined-after-worker-injured-in-fall-from-
height/ 
 
04 May Construction company fined three 
quarters of a million pounds for repeated 
asbestos failings 
http://press.hse.gov.uk/2017/construction-
company-fined-three-quarters-of-a-million
-pounds-after-asbestos-failings/ 

tion 4(1) of the Construction (Design 
and Management) Regulations 
2007, and was fined £160,000 and 
ordered to pay costs of £9128.89. 
 

Martin Elmes, of Barnacres Road, 
Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire, 
pleaded guilty to breaching regula-
tion 25(1) of the Construction 
(Design and Management) Regula-
tions 2007, and has been sentenced 
to nine months imprisonment sus-
pended for two years. 
 

HSE inspector Andrew Cousins said 
after the hearing: “Lives were put at 

risk when this structure uncontrolla-
bly collapsed. Clients have a respon-
sibility to appoint competent contrac-
tors to undertake hazardous work 
such as demolition.” 
 

“Those in control of demolition have 
a responsibility to plan demolition 
work and to devise a safe way of 
working that protects both the work-
ers and the members of the public.” 
 

“The job could have been safely car-
ried out by simply undertaking the 
demolition behind a substantial 
hoarding.” 

Company and Contractor Sentenced for Uncontrolled Collapse of Building 



 

 

for Northern Ireland, found no safety 
measures had been implemented and 
a risk assessment had not been 
carried out. It concluded that 
McKenzie “completely failed to assess 
the risks associated with this job”. 
 

McKenzie  p leaded  gu i l t y  to 
manslaughter and counts of failing to 
ensure the safety of an employee, 
failing to carry out a risk assessment, 
and failing to take measures to 
prevent a fall from height. The case 
was referred to the Court of Appeal on 
the grounds that the sentence was 
considered to be unduly lenient. 
 

The Court of Appeal concluded that a 
deterrent sentence was reasonable 
because there is no rational reason 
why individuals prosecuted for such 
o f f e n c e s  “ t e n d  t o  e s c a p e 
prosecution”. On 18 May they revoked 
the suspended sentence and imposed 
a custodial sentence of 24 months (12 
months to be served in prison and 12 
months on license). The £3,000 fine 
previously levied was waived. 

McKenzie, but had to climb on to the 
roof to complete the work. 
 

The sheeting became slippery when it 
started to rain and Hristanov slid off 
the roof, falling almost 5m and 
sustaining fatal head injuries. One of 
the victim’s co-workers had tried to 
stop him falling and was subsequently 
pulled from the roof, sustaining minor 
injuries. 
 

The investigation, led by Health and 
Safety Executive Northern Ireland 
(HSENI) along with the Police Service 

HSE Myth Busters Panel 
 

Is it really ‘elf n safety gone mad? 

NI Court of Appeal boosts builder’s jail sentence as deterrent 
Sentence increased after  prosecutors referred the sentence to the Court of Appeal 

A building contractor who was 
given a suspended 15-month 
custodial sentence and fined 
£3,000 in March over the death of a 
labourer has had his sentence 
increased at the Court of Appeal in 

Northern Ireland. 
 

The cour t  rep laced Norman 
McKenzie’s sentence with a custodial 
one which, it said, would act as a 
warning to the construction industry 
that offenders of gross negligence 
who put workers’ lives at risk would 
be sent to prison. 
 

Portadown farm owner Ivan Reilly had 
contracted McKenzie to assist with 
the construction of a three-bay farm 
shed at his premises. 
 

On 20 January 2015, McKenzie’s 
employees Petyo Hristanov and two 
other Bulgarian nationals were 
constructing the shed roof. They were 
hoisted up in a box attached to the 
front of a telescopic handler driven by 

Ban on laser sights in rifle range 
 

Issue - A notice printed at a local rifle range stated that 
under health and safety laws, laser sights were not to be 
used.  
 
Panel Decision - The use of telescopic laser sights on a 
range at a rifle club is not banned by health and safety at 
work legislation. The club should have control measures in 
place to ensure guns are used safely, and these should 
also ensure any risks to people’s eyes are also adequately 
controlled when using laser sights. Other clubs are known 
to ban laser sights because they are considered 
unsporting; this club may have specific reasons for not 
allowing their use but they should explain these clearly 
rather than simply citing “health and safety”. 

 
Flag to be removed from the inside of a 
window 
 

Issue - A council emailed an instruction to remove a flag 
from the inside of one of their windows stating that it 
breached Health & Safety legislation. 
 
Panel Decision - There is no health and safety at work 
legislation which would apply to a flag being displayed in 
an office window. These are straightforward issues of 
office management and etiquette and should be explained 
as such. 

No mirror in disabled toilet 
 

Issue -  Enquirer’s mum is registered disabled and whilst 

in their village pub her mum needed to use the disabled 
toilet. When she came out, she asked the landlady why 
there wasn’t a mirror in the toiler The landlady stated that 
it was for health and safety reasons. 
 
Panel Decision - It is ridiculous to suggest that a mirror 
cannot be provided in a disabled toilet for “health and 
safety” reasons. This is clearly not the case given that 
British Standards even specify how mirrors should be 
positioned to meet the needs of disabled people.  



 

 

TRAINING UPDATE 
UPDATE ON UPCOMING COURSES 

 
11-12th & 18-19th July: IOSH Managing Safely (full) - 5 places reduced to £500 

 
5th Sep: IOSH Working Safely - 6 places at £175 

 
5th/6th Sep: SPA Food and Drink (full) - 6 places at £350 

 

Call 01480 391022 or visit the website to book now. 

Wordsearch 

 
This month’s competition is a wordsearch 

based on the potential hazards when 
operating machinery. One of the words does 
not appear in the wordsearch, but which is 

missing? Send your answer to: 
 

Health & Safety Solutions Ltd,  
The Studio Office,  

Church Walk,  
St Neots,  
PE19 1JH 

 
Or email us at  

hssolutions@btconnect.com 
 

Remember to include your name, company name 
and contact details when submitting entries. 

 

 
WINNER OF LAST MONTH’S 

COMPETITION 
 

The Trackword competition was won by an 
employee from TRGB Ltd. The prize of £50 
worth of Love 2 Shop vouchers will be sent 

shortly. 

Safety Competition - Win £50 of Love 2 Shop Vouchers 

Who didn’t make it home from work safely? 

William Price was working for a company that buys, refurbishes and sells Heavy Goods Vehicles and 
trailers. He was struck by the roof of a trailer he was dismantling and sustained fatal head injuries. 
He had been supplied with no information in relation to his safety when stripping down the trailers. 

 
 

If you have health and safety concern report it – let’s assess 
the risk not investigate the accident. 

K L U E N B H R H M A T P P F 

G B W X V Q J Y K D L G U Y G 

G N I H C N U P G M K N M S R 

F Z C G M C E Y V C C G H T L 

T N E M E L G N A T N E N A E 

S Z O B D G J E U I J E I B V 

M E U I F H P R H V W A G B O 

W I V J T S E S C W G Y N I D 

U N E E O C U S H E A R I N G 

N V B T R R E U P W D M W G I 

T O D Z C I G J V F Z U A V L 

Z Y I J G I N R O B G H R G J 

H K M F O Q W G Z R L J D N R 

B B O R V P H G U S P F D Q U 

H H J N U Y X N D C H J Y W T 

               

CRUSHING IMPACT 

DRAWING IN STABBING 

SHEARING PUNCTURE 

SEVERING PUNCHING 

ENTANGLEMENT PROJECTION 


